
Age at claim Profession Cause Months on claim Total Benefits Paid

28 Dentist Eye injury – left eye 75 	 $665,047

31 Physiotherapist Post viral fatigue 58 $173,310

34 General Practitioner Chronic migraine 12 $66,357

35 General Practitioner Ovarian Cancer 27 $187,180

37 Chiropractor Broken vertebrae 3 $34,693

38 General Practitioner Cancer 6 $57,249

39 Surgeon Broken mid foot 4 $72,675

41 ENT Surgeon Pelvic instability 15 $91,726

41 Dental Surgeon Fractured radius 3 $79,800

44 Psychologist Broken left ankle 4 $55,464

45 Surgeon Carpal tunnel surgery – right hand (little finger) 21 $237,937

51 Urologist Lung Cancer 15 $119,057

54 General Practitioner Vascular occlusion of R eye, broken vertebrae, depression and anxiety 18 $151,467

55 General Practitioner Fractured skull, soft tissue injury to back, left shoulder and wrist 5 $40,902

57 Dentist Grief reaction /CFS 6 $67,299

58 General Practitioner Cortical basal degeneration / cerebral atrophy 6 $41,663

58 Dentist Viral attack on heart muscle – fluid on heart 23 $198,645

58 Dentist Breast Cancer 14 $116,319

60 Orthodontist Pantrapezial osteoarthritis of the right thumb 10 $89,270

What do medical professionals claim for?
The table below contains a snapshot of just some of the income protection benefits 
paid by Zurich to medical professionals.

Source: Zurich claims analysis July 1 2008 to June 30 2010

Fact: 45% of  
income protection 

claims paid by Zurich 
over the last 2 years 
were to clients under 

the age of 40
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So you think it will 
never happen to you...

Almost 8000 
Australians die from 

injury each year. Injury 
is the leading cause of 
death for Australians  

under 45.12

Cardiovascular 
disease is the leading 

cause of death and 
disability in Australia, 
accounting for 38% 

of all deaths.7

Around 13,000 
new bowel cancer 
cases are diagnosed 

in Australia every 
year. The disease 

claims almost 4000 
lives annually.11

Around 18,700 
Australian men are 

diagnosed with new 
cases of prostate 

cancer every year, and 
around 3000 men 

die from it.9

One in four 
women and one 
in six men suffer 
from depression 
at some time in 

their life.2

Each year about 
12,000 people 
who have had 
a stroke suffer 
another stroke.3

One in nine  
cancer cases, and 

one in five cancer 
deaths, are caused 

by cigarette 
smoking.8

Nearly one in 12 deaths 
recorded in 2006 were 
caused by respiratory 

system disease or failure.6

It is expected that  
one in three men 
and one in four 
women will be 

diagnosed with a 
malignant cancer 

by age 75.10

Around 60,000 
Australians will have a 
stroke in 2009, which 

equates to a stroke occurring 
every 10 minutes.

Stroke is a leading cause  
of long term disability  

in adults.1

One in eight 
Australian 

women will 
develop breast 

cancer.5

More than two in five 
Australians who have a heart 
attack will die within a year. 

More than half of these deaths 
occur before the person  

reaches hospital.4
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Close to  
20% of all 

strokes occur to 
people under 

age 55.14

Every working 
Australian has a one 
in three chance of 
becoming disabled 
for more than three 

months before 
turning age 65.13

This document dated 16 August 2010 is derived from sources believed to be accurate at this date, which may be subject 
to change. It should not be considered to be a comprehensive statement on any matter and should not be relied on 
as such. Zurich Wealth Protection is issued by Zurich Australia Limited ABN 92 000 010 195 AFSL 232510 and Zurich 
Australian Superannuation Pty Limited ABN 78 000 880 553 AFSL 232500 (Zurich) of 5 Blue Street North Sydney, NSW 
2060. This summary information is general in nature and does not take into account personal objectives, financial 
situations or needs. You should consider the Zurich Wealth Protection Product Disclosure Statement (PDS) dated 1 March 
2010 to determine the appropriateness of the product(s) before making a decision regarding the product(s).


